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JCS MISSION 

Our mission is 
to inspire students to 
achieve academic   
excellence and make 
positive contribu-
tions to our intercon-
nected community 
and world. 

FROM THE DESK OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 

To All of Our Stakeholders— 

I want to start off saying how thankful I am for the dedication of our faculty 

members, the support of our parents, and the flexibility and commitment of 

our students.  Although there is uncertainty about what the future holds, we 

will continue to strive to make the best educational decisions for our       

students.  We will stay abreast of  the health conditions in our schools and 

community, and take the measures we need to take to keep our students and 

faculty safe. We will continue to rely on healthcare professionals for    

guidance regarding decisions being made for the safety of our schools.  

As we strive to act proactively for our faculties and students to stay as 

healthy as possible during the holiday season, we have made the decision 

that half a day on Monday, December 21st, and half day on Tuesday, Dec. 

22nd, will be e-days (virtual) for students. Students in Jasper will have a 

delayed start back to school after the Christmas  holiday. Students will   

return to schools for traditional face-to-face  instruction on Tuesday, Jan. 

19. The delay is in anticipation of increased COVID-19 cases after     

Christmas and New Year's celebrations. Students will, however, resume 

virtual coursework beginning Tuesday, Jan. 5.  We will continue to have 

Wednesdays for deep  cleaning, professional development and planning 

until further notice.  

I pray that all of our stakeholders and community celebrate this wonderful 

time of year in the safest way possible.  I look forward to 2021 and the hope 

that it brings.  

Highest Regards to You ALL—Ann Jackson  

 

Dr. Ann Jackson.          

Superintendent of the   

Jasper City School System  

Mrs. Freda Earnest—Congrats on Retirement!  

We congratulate Mrs. Freda Earnest on her      

retirement and recognize her great contribution 

and dedication to the system for nearly 36 years.  

Mrs. Earnest retired effective Dec. 1 and served 

almost four decades as the payroll clerk for the 

Jasper City School System. In addition to her   

duties with the city school system, Mrs. Earnest 

was president of the Alabama Association of School Office Personnel for one 

year. Superintendent Dr. Ann Jackson said Earnest essentially created the 

school system's payroll department from scratch.  She is a wonderful person 

and will be missed.  Congrats on retirement!  



T.R. SIMMONS ELEMENTARY                                   

Thoughts from the 

Principal… 

 “I am looking forward 
to seeing our students 

grow in 2021!”                    
- Meagan Fields 
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Message from the Principal        Mrs. Meagan Fields  
 
T.R. Simmons has been getting in the spirit with lots of holiday          
activities. Students are currently completing DIBELs testing. We are 
very proud of how hard our students have worked this semester. Stu-
dents have shown that that are learning each day with the increases in 
scores in many areas of DIBELs. We are excited to celebrate these   
successes of our young learners.  Teacher have been learning each day. 
Mrs. Turner hosted a Seesaw workshop, where teachers collaborated 
on using the app. Guest readers from the Jasper City Central Office 
visited our school to share their favorite holiday stories. Several classes 
got to enjoy a special story. What a treat for our students to have a 
guest reader! A treat for our teachers was delivered from our Parent 
involvement team. They provided a yummy lasagna lunch catered from 
Black Rock, with desserts from Five Loaves. Community partners have 
also treated the teachers! Jeremy Harbin left lots of sweet treats for our 
staff in the faculty kitchen, while parents from kindergarten and first 
grade helped warm us up with cozy socks and hot chocolate. We are 
thankful for the support of our community partners and parents. 
 
First grade students ended November with a special production of The 
First November. If you have not yet seen it, head over to our website 
and check it out. Mrs. Abbott worked very hard to put it together. Kin-
dergarten enjoyed making Christmas trees. There was lots of icing on 
fingers and noses! Everyone is looking forward to our Polar Express 
Day and Christmas Party day on Friday, December 19. We are getting 
ready to bundle up for some great learning this winter! 

Congratulations to  

Mrs. Sharon Abbott 

 MPS  Teacher of 

the Year & the                

JCS Elementary 

Schools’ Teacher of 

the Year! 

Sharon does an             

outstanding job teaching 

our elementary students to 

love music!  



MEMORIAL PARK ELEMENTARY  

Message from the Principal                Mr. Eric Rigsby                                                                 

MPS Is Finishing the Semester Strong 

 Students, teachers, and staff at MPS have been hard at work as 

the semester comes to a close. Students have received levelled book 

packets for at-home reading, and after-school tutoring is in full-swing, 

giving students needed tools to be academically successful. Additional-

ly, students and teachers have been utilizing online reading resources 

such as PebbleGo, PebbleGo Next, and Renaissance MyOn.   

 Several MPS students have also been recognized by Mr. Rigsby 

with Principal’s Choice Awards, earning them a picture and recogni-

tion on the hallway TVs and a special lunch at school with Mr. Rigsby. 

Congratulations to second graders Cooper Bailey, Hudson Addison, 

and Wyatt Goins and third graders Brooks Morrison, Jada Joseph, and 

Abby Gamotis for being chosen for this award! 

 Many MPS students have been hard at work, even after school. 

These students have been placed with teachers who are giving them 

extra time and help to learn key concepts that will enable them to be 

academically successful. We are proud of these students and their dedi-

cated teachers, and we know their efforts will result in student success. 

 Finally, MPS would like to offer congratulations to our 2020-

2021 Teacher of the Year, Mrs. Katie Oliver! Mrs. Oliver has been at 

MPS for 14 years and 

has been teaching for 

17 years. She works        

diligently with her sec-

ond graders, touching 

their lives both aca-

demically and person-

ally. We are blessed to 

have her at MPS!  

Thoughts from 

the Principal... 

“What I look  for-

ward to in 2021 is 

spending  quality 

time with family and 

friends.”                   

- Eric Rigsby 

 

Congratulations 

to Mrs. Katie      

Oliver—

Memorial Park 

School’s        

Teacher of the 

Year 

Katie is also the  

Jasper City 

Schools’ Swim 

Team Coach.  
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MADDOX INTERMEDIATE SCHOOL  

Message from the Principal  

 Marc Sargent  

On Friday, December 4th we had 

the MIS School Spelling Bee. We 

had contestants represent from 

each homeroom class. The overall 

winner is 5th grader- Abigail Mad-

ison, and the runner up is- 4th 

grade- Sophie Shadix. Abigail will 

represent Maddox on January 

22nd for the Walker County Dis-

trict Virtual Spelling Bee. 
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Check out our New Car Line!  

We have been busy at Maddox! Our car 
line looks much brighter! Parents please 
help us make our carline more efficient 
by pulling all the way to the beginning of 
the rainbow! This way seven students 
may unload safely at the same time. This 
will help all students exit their cars and 
enter the building quickly and safely. 
Also, remember all students need to be 
exiting cars on the passenger side of the 
vehicle. We love seeing all of our smil-
ing faces in the carline rainbow! 

A special thank you to Mrs. Shadix. Ms. 

Russo, and all the teachers and           

volunteers who made this happen! 

Our favorite “Men in Blue” donated 35 

coats to our MIS students! We are for-

ever grateful for the Pi Upsilon Sigma 

1914 Fraternity for their dedication to 

our students. They are a tremendous 

blessing to our community! 

Thoughts from 

the Principal… 

“In 2021 I wish for 
more peace and    

compassion for eve-
ryone. Our world 

needs kindness and 
respect for all be-
ings, no matter 

what our differ-
ences may be.”  - 

Marc Sargent  

Maddox Intermediate would like to thank all of our       
Christmas sponsors! We have had 54 students adopted and 
sponsored for Christmas. A special thank you to Woodland 

Trace Church of Christ, Jasper First United Methodist 
Church, the Maddox Parent Involvement Team, Mr. Clint 

McLain with Liberty National, and our own Maddox          
Intermediate faculty for making sure all 54 Christmas wishes 
were fulfilled. A huge thank you to Westside Baptist Church 

for donating food bags for all of our Christmas Angels. 

 

Congratulations to  

Mrs. Beth Baker  

 Maddox                

Intermediate             

“Teacher of the 

Year” 

Mrs. Baker is a 5th 

grade teacher at         

Maddox.  She makes 

learning fun for her             

students!  



Message from the Principal   Mr. Lutis Moore 

As our first semester comes to an end, I’d like to thank our      
students, parents/guardians, and teachers, for the extraordinary 
amount of flexibility and grace that has been shown. There has 
been nothing easy about this semester, but we have been able to 
find pockets of old times – laughter, smiles, and teachable mo-
ments. We’ve even managed to safely squeeze in some STEM 
projects throughout the 2nd nine weeks! 

Many of us do so much and give so much of our time to others, 

that we tend to forget about ourselves. I truly hope everyone 

takes time to relax and enjoy the holiday season with family and 

friends, but also remain safe in doing so. You deserve it! 

JASPER JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL  

Upcoming events for the spring: 

· January – February: Wrestling Continues 

· March – April: Spring sports (Softball, Baseball, 
Tennis, Outdoor Track, Soccer) 5  

 

Thoughts from 

the Principal... 

“What I look forward to in 
2021 is being able to spend 

more time with my little 
family and having the op-

portunity see my “school 
kids” reach new levels of 

growth and success!”           

- Lutis Moore 

“What I look forward to in 

2021 is spending more 
time with my family and 

reading a good book!”        
- Amy O’Rear 

Congratulations to  

Mrs. Lori Wiginton, 

Jasper Junior High 

School’s Teacher of 

the Year.  

“We are so proud of 

you and thankful that 

you are a member of 

our team!” 

 



Thoughts from 

the Principal… 

“We will continue 

to support,         

encourage, and 

inspire our stu-

dents to be over-

comers in 2021.” - 

Jonathan Allen  

JASPER HIGH SCHOOL  

Jasper’s Preston Reed eyes 

second state wrestling title 

Nine months have passed since 

Reed became the first Viking 

wrestler in over a  decade to win 

championship gold, ample time to 

reflect on the accomplishment 

and how it has shaped his life. “It was a big moment — probably 

one of the best in my life. I really have to thank all of the staff 

here at Jasper, coaches Tripp Otis, Hezzie Morgan and our assis-

tants, for preparing for that moment,” Reed said. “They’ve helped 

me grow as a person in order to win that match.” 
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 Message from the Principal       Mr. Jonathan Allen 

While 2020 will be remembered as a year of great dif-

ficulty, the Jasper High School family desires for faculty and students 

to be described as  overcomers.  The resiliency demonstrated by the 

faculty is evidenced in the learning opportunities provided by our 

teachers.  Through phones calls, emails, and Schoology messages our 

teachers have endeavored to deliver instruction to in-person and re-

mote learners alike.  Furthermore, our office staff, custodians, and 

child nutrition staff have worked tirelessly to cover for those out due 

to illness while meeting the high expectations of any other 

year. Ensuring that our school remains safe, our nurses and aides have 

cared for our family with compassion and excellence.  Against all 

odds, what motivates our faculty during a global pandemic?  Our     

students deserve a champion.  Our job is essential to our students' fu-

ture successes.  Thank you for your encouraging words and           

prayers.  We remain resolved to finish well.   

 

Congratulations to   

LTC. Ned Harrell 

 Jasper High 

School’s  Teacher of 

the Year & the JCS 

Secondary Schools’ 

Teacher of the Year. 

We salute you!  

Seniors, Trinity 
Epps, John     
David Harrell, 
Landon Hunt, 
and Coleman 
Sapp, lead our 
boys' basketball 
team.  Their  
season will          
continue          
following 
Christmas 
break.                     
     GO VIKES!  
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Alex will enroll in January and continue her    

education and volleyball play at University of 

West Florida.  “She’s gotten to where she’s at  

because she’s put in a lot of hard work and extra 

time to become the player she is,” Jasper coach  

Bobby Daniels said of his star outside hitter 

when she set the school record. “The thing that 

separates Alex from a lot of players is her         

all-around game. She can play the back row as 

well as the front.” DME 12.15.20 

CONGRATS ALEX!  

Daily Mountain Eagle selects Alex Oliver as 

Eagle Elite Volleyball Player of the Year.   

Mayson Slaughter is selected as the 2020-21 Geddes Self Award Winner  

This award is given to a student recognized for their excellence in           
character, scholarship, leadership, and athletic ability.                              

Congratulations Mayson! 



GUIDANCE AND COUSELING 
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TR Simmons School—Cathy Jones  

Our TRS Little Vikes have been busy this first semester during guidance.  During the first few weeks of school, 
we reviewed our school rules and talked about the importance of rules in keeping everyone safe.  We also talked 
about bucket-filling and different ways to be kind Little Vikes.  Moreover, we also had several lessons on feel-
ings and being able to regulate our emotions in a positive way. 
 

    During the second nine weeks, we had lessons on being safe and making good choices.  These les-
sons included fire-safety, internet safety, body safety and Red Ribbon Week.  We are closing the se-
mester with Mary Nhin’s ninja books and learning about different positive character traits.  This 
Christmas, we have also learned about the “North Pole Ninjas” and how they spread Christmas cheer 
by doing random acts of kindness for others.  As honorary ninjas, our mission has been to scatter    
kindness as much as we can. 

Memorial Park School– Jessica Elliott 

During a typical week at MPS, every classroom receives a 30 minute guidance lesson. This year, we have im-

plemented the Zones of Regulation. These “Zones” help students understand their emotions, that it is normal 

to have these emotions, and to know how to regulate them. Many other topics have been covered this year 

such as responsibility, making friends, personal body safety, fire safety, internet safety, red ribbon week, and 

honesty. In addition to classroom guidance lessons, small group and individual counseling sessions are incor-

porated throughout the week. If you believe your child needs this service, please contact the school. This year, 

we have had the privilege of utilizing outside sources to meet our students needs. Our goal is for each child 

that leaves MPS to be emotionally and mentally ready to seize the day and live the Viking Way!  

Maddox Intermediate School—Anna Graves & Victoria Parnell 

During the first semester we coordinated the Red Ribbon Week lessons and activities. Red Ribbon Week is our 
Just Say No to Drugs program. The students participated in activities and dress up days designed around a drug 
free message. We also coordinated our first Sock-tober event. This was a community-based project for        
students to donate new socks to the homeless. We donated over 700 socks. 

It is our goal at MIS to work with our faculty, students, parents, and community to help the students be suc-
cessful. We also wish to help our students develop into well-rounded & healthy individuals. The school coun-
selor is here to help promote and enhance the students’ academic, career, and personal development. This is 
accomplished through a variety of strategies, activities, and delivery methods. The program involves, but is not 
limited to the following components and services: Guidance Curriculum (Classroom Guidance), Small Group 
Counseling and School-Wide Programs (e.g. Red Ribbon Week), and Individual Planning: (Individual     
Counseling, Permanent Records, Testing, Transitional Services, & other duties). 
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Jasper Junior High School—Patrick Rider 

Despite the less than ordinary start to the school year, counseling services have continued at Jasper Junior 
High. Academic and career counseling has been ongoing. The counselor has been assisting students create pro-
files in the Alabama Career Planning Network. The Alabama Career Planning Network is used to explore ca-
reer interests as well as create four-year plans for high school. In order to best serve and support remote stu-
dents, a JJHS Counseling course was created on Schoology. The course allows remote (and traditional)       
students to communicate with the school counselor if/when necessary. 

 

 

 

 

This Christmas, JJHS has been able to sponsor over 20 students! Teachers, parents, and other community 
stakeholders have graciously donated to help make these students’ Christmas wishes come true! 

New this year! With the help of Gina Scruggs-State Farm, Son’s Super Market, Harbin’s, and Magical Travel a 
space for teachers was carved into a corner of the counseling office. There are a couple of comfortable chairs 
and a couch where teachers can meet and plan. There are snacks and a Keurig available stocked with coffee, 
hot chocolate, and cider. Also available is an Alexa device that will play requested music on demand! Jasper 
Junior High appreciates what our teachers are doing. 

Jasper High School—Linda Cain & Jolie Higgins  

Guidance and Counseling had a different “look” during the summer and fall of 2020. Much of the counseling 

had been done via phone conversations and e-mail. While we continued to provide the same services to stu-

dents, much of it was modified and carried out virtually. College Night still happened as did College Visits by 

representatives from various colleges throughout Alabama and nearby states. The college reps zoomed in on 

us in the theater for large class meetings. At other times, the college reps were seen virtually in individual 

classrooms during Viking block. We have offered two FAFSA workshops to seniors and their parents, provid-

ing individual assistance. We have worked diligently to ensure that all of our seniors have applied to at least 

one college. We were unable to load students into a bus for a road trip to Alabama colleges. Hopefully we can 

get back to that by Fall 2021. Scheduling and testing continue to be an integral part of the counselors’ role. 

Students and parents have become more comfortable with communicating via e-mail and have been encour-

aged to contact counselors with any concerns they have during this challenging time. 
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 Thank you to all of 

our employees and 

students for        

practicing good 

safety and health 

habits.   

A SPECIAL thanks 

to Sam, a custodian 

at Maddox who also 

helps out at the  

Central Office.   

“What do you look forward 
to in 2021? 

Gayle Crump- “I look forward to 
the day we can safely see student 
faces unmasked. “ 

Kerri Trawick- “I look forward to continuing the push 
toward taking care of students in new and innovative 
ways, while providing them the care, curriculum, and 
consistent engagement to help them all become        
successful.” 

Cathy Edgil- “ I look forward to having ALL of our 
students return to us for face-to-face instruction safely.” 

Kristy Watkins- “ I look forward to seeing the strides 
our students have made during the course of  the un-
precedented school year and for them to finish strong!” 

SYSTEM-WIDE NEWS 

JCS Welcomes Our New 
Payroll Clerk—                   
Nikki Shipman 

My name is Nikki Shipman from  
Double Springs, Alabama.  I am  
married to Eddy Shipman and we 
have a daughter,  Anna Shipman who is attending The University 
of Alabama in Huntsville.  I have been working in the school sys-
tem for 8 years.  I previously worked as the Payroll/Human Re-
source Officer for Winston County Schools and as a bookkeeper 
for  Madison City Schools.  Before entering the school system, I 
worked in accounting for Cavalier Homes in Addison, Alabama 
and Fontaine Trailer Military Products in Jasper, Alabama.   

The best part of working in the school system is my position which 
allows me the ability to help employees.  Whether it be insurance, 
leave request, or payroll questions in general; it is my desire to 
provide accurate, informative information to all.  I'm thankful to 
be a part of the Jasper City School System.   
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HIGHLIGHTS 

 Two Great Viking 

Student Athletes 

are on opposite 

sides today as 

their schools will 

face each other in 

America’s Game. 

We couldn’t be 

more proud of  

Navy Midshipman 

Stephen Williams 

and West Point 

Cadet Thomas 

Ward.  

JHS Assistant        
Wrestling Coach  
Hezzie Morgan is 

elected to the Class 
of 2021 National    
Wrestling Hall of 

Fame.  

 “My mother always 
told me that whatever 
you do, be it chemical 
engineering or       
digging a ditch, be the 
best at it you can be. 
It’s what I’ve been 
passing on to young 
people since I first  
began coaching,”     
Morgan said.  

 

Jasper City School 
System 

Visit our website- 
www.jasper.k12.al.us 

110 17th Street West 

Jasper, AL 

35501 

(205)384-6880 
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